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[Abstract:] Relative to the Felt and Tarrant Comptometer. 
A.S.C. 

United States Coast and Geodetic Survey, 

Washington, D.C., 

March 15, 1892 

Col. O.C. Bosbyshell, 

Superintendent United States Mint, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sir: 


In response to Mr. F.N. Thompson’s letter of 12th instant, requesting information about 
the Felt and Tarrant Comptometer, I would say that the Comptometer is used in the Office of this 
Survey for making additions only . We have a large amount of these summations to perform and 
find the Comptometer a valuable instrument. From 30 to 40 per cent more work can be done with 
it than without it, accuracy is attained with less strain than by the purely mental process, and the 
computer feels the burden of a day’s work much less. For multiplications, divisions, &c, we 
prefer such aids as Crelle’s Rechentapeln, logarithms, and the Rechenmaschine manufactured by 
Arthur Burkhardt in Glashiitte in Saxony. This last, sometimes called the Thomas machine from 
its inventor, is the best device we know for effecting multiplications and divisions, especially 
when the same multiplier or divisor is to be used upon several multiplicands or dividends in 
succession. 

Yours respectfully 

T. C. Mendeuhall 

Superintendent 

U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survery 



